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Plans for world’s largest photovoltaic power plant unveiled

By Teyhor ok

AMMAN — &n inter
national consortum on
Wednesday  unvelled
plans forwhat is expected
10 be the farpest photo-
voltaic (V) power plant in
theworld in Masn,

A consorthm compris-
ing Amman-hased Xavar
Energy and Itelisn fimo
Solar Ventures
detafled the specifics of
{he Shams Maan project, &
100 megeawatt (MW solar
power plant which would
Froduce nearly twice the
electricity of the current
largest FV plent in O
wmedilla, Spain, & G0MW

structure,

In a8 event
0 wvel the progress of
the project and eplore
solar power technology
and ﬁnanmng opuons,

Xawar Enazgy CEG

Zsghloul saldlhep]&nt's
capacity will have the po-
tentis] to be expanded to
over 200MW of electricity.

The plant, which is es-
timated t0 cost up to $460
million, would save the
Eingdom wp 40 160000
fonnes of cathen dioxdde
emissions anmuelly, sc-
cording to the consortium,

Earlier this year, the
Maan Development Area
provided the consortivm

with & twosquare-kilo-
metre plot of land, an area
that can be increased to
five square
should the power plant ex-
pand its capacity,
According te Solar Ven-
tures Chalrman Michele

Appending, the area i the

ideal due to jts location in
an area that reouives one
of the highest amounts of
soler rediation e Earth,
mmheelmﬁ‘icity

id, road and railwey in-
Trastucture, and the jow
frequency of sandstorms.

Once opmetirnal, the
plant will have an initial
gemeration  capacity of
160 to 2200 kilowatt

Klometres *

hours per year, approxi-
mately 1.2 per cent of the
countzy's curent electric-
ity generation,

The construction of the
power plant, slated to be-
ginin 2011, will create 500
job opportupities, while
management  and
mamtenance of the powsr
plant will employ at least
40pecple, they indicated

The consortium is cur-
rendy in the process of
examining PV technolo-
gies, and i onsidering -
ther traditional PV cells or
concentrated photovoitaic
techmology.

The Nationzl Energy
Research Centre is to

carry out a detailed study
on the site selected for the
plat, iz orderto aid iv the
technology selection, the
consortinn: said

Deputising for His Maj-
ter of Buergy snd Mineral
Resources  Khalid Trani
said the project, the first
large-scale ‘private sector
renewable energy pener
ating project I Jordam, is
in line with the muinistry's
national emergy strategy,
which calis for the pro-
duction of 600MW of solar
&nd }000MW of wind en-
ergy by 2020,

*The Middle Easts
deserts could be devel-

oped to geerate energy  product

to meet Jocal, regional and
extra-regional needs” he
seid at the opening.
Noting. that the cwr
reat economic  climate
has posed difficulties in
funding renewable energy
projects, Irani stressed
that the goverment i for-
mulating & strategy 1o fa-
cilitate fnvestments in the
sector through econemic
incentives to make vea-
tures Tinanciatly viahle",
Trani undediced that
the energy straiegy calis
for the Kingdom to 1e-
duce fuel imports by 1520
per cent, saving 2-2.5 per
oent of dts gross domestic

¥ followed zcconding to
schedule, the goals out-

“lined i the strategy are

projected o create 2500
new jobs for maintenance
and operation as well as
an additionad 500 jobs for
the installation of renew-
ghle energy projects and
technology acyoss Jordan
The ingrease of renew-
shle emergy under the
strategy is expected 10 cut
emnissions in the Kingdom
by two million tonnes of
carbon dioxide equbvaleat,
with Jordm pleying its
part in yeducing harmfil
gasses contributing to cli-
mate change, he said.



